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Appendix 2. Glossary
CDIP

CIPL

CPAC

CPL

csIp
FRYSC
GSp
ILP
KASC
KERA
KDE
KPTA
PTA

Parent

PLC

SA
SBDM
School Staff

School leadership

Comprehensive District Improvement Plan

Commonwealth Institute for Parent Leadership, a program operated by
the Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence

Commissioner’s Parent Advisory Council

Center for Parent Leadership, a program of the Prichard Committee for
Academic Excellence

Comprehensive School Improvement Plan

Family Resource and Youth Services Center

Gifted Student Plan

Individual Learning Plan

Kentucky Association of School Councils

Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990

Kentucky Department of Education

Kentucky Parent-Teacher Association

Parent-Teacher Association

A natural, adoptive or foster parent or other adult serving as parent,
such as a close relative; a legal or educational guardian; and/or a
community or agency advocate

Professional Learning Community is composed of collaborative teams
whose members work interdependently to achieve common goals
linked to he purpose of learning for all.

Scholastic Audit

School-Based Decision Making

All full and part-time regular permanent employees of the school.
Principal, school based decision making councils, department
chairperson(s), team leaders, committee chairperson(s), coordinators

of special programs parent organizations, support centers, the
instructional team, and the administrative team.
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Appendix 3: Parent Involvement Provisions in Kentucky State and Federal Law

Kentucky Law

Kentucky’s commitment to family involvement is strong and clear: “The General Assembly
recognizes that public education involves shared responsibilities. State government, local
communities, parents, students, and school employees must work together to create an efficient
public school system. Parents and students must assist schools with efforts to assure student
attendance, preparation for school, and involvement in learning. The cooperation of all involved is
necessary to assure that desired outcomes are achieved . ..” (KRS 158.645)

Kentucky’s education law recognizes the importance of parent involvement in a number of
different statutes, including the landmark Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERA).

* KERA requires that parents be members of school-based decision making (SBDM) councils,
which make key decisions about learning and instruction. Parents also must be involved
in setting targets and developing plans to close achievement gaps. (KRS 160.345) For the
purpose of SBDM, parents are defined as “parents, step-parents, or foster parents, or a
person who has legal custody of a student and with whom the student resides.” (KRS
160.345)

* Yearly school and district report cards are required by state law (as well as in NCLB) to
give parents and citizens more information about their schools. (KRS 158.6453)

 Kentucky school law provides for family resource and youth services centers (FRCs at
elementary schools and YSCs at middle and high schools), based at local schools with at
least 20 percent of low-income students. FRCs and YSCs must have advisory councils, with
at least one-third parent members. (KRS 156.497)

* Kentucky law also requires parent involvement in the preschool and primary programs. A
“critical attribute” of the primary program is “positive parent involvement.” (KRS 158-031)
The preschool program requires that schools involve parents. (KRS 157.3175)

The Achievement Gap Bill, Senate Bill 168 (KRS 158.649), enacted in 2002, requires all schools to
close achievement gaps, which are defined as a “substantive performance difference” in all subject
areas on Kentucky’s test for accountability by gender, disability, English proficiency, race, and
poverty.

* In schools with substantive achievement gaps, school councils must establish targets and
plans every two years to close the gaps.

* Schools failing to meet targets after the first two-year cycle must submit plans to the
superintendent for review and approval.

* Parents, faculty, and staff must be involved in establishing the targets and plans for closing
achievement gaps.

* Public meetings at the school and district levels must be held to report on progress and
plans.

The Readiness Examination Bill, Senate Bill 130 (KRS 158.6453), enacted in 2006, requires a high
school or college readiness exam at the expense of the Kentucky Department of Education. The
assessment program shall include:

* A high school readiness examination to assess English, reading, mathematics, and science
in grade §;

* A college readiness examination to assess English, reading, mathematics, and science in
grade 10;
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* The ACT college admissions and placement examination to assess English, reading,
mathematics, and science, to be taken by all students in grade 11.

A student whose scores on the high school readiness examination indicate readiness shall be
counseled to enroll in accelerated courses; and a student whose scores on the college readiness
examination administered in grade 10 or the ACT college admissions and placement examination
administered in grade 11 indicate a high degree of readiness for college shall be counseled to enroll
in accelerated courses, with an emphasis on Advanced Placement classes.

Students in grades 10, 11, and 12 may take the WorkKeys assessments from ACT, Inc. in

reading for information, locating information, and applied mathematics.

* A student whose scores on the WorkKeys assessments indicate that additional assistance
is required in reading for information, locating information, or applied mathematics shall
have intervention strategies for accelerated learning incorporated into his or her learning
plan.

* A student meeting the WorkKeys threshold established by the Cabinet for Workforce
Development shall be issued the appropriate Kentucky employability certificate.

The Kentucky Board of Education has a policy statement titled “Parent and Family Involvement
Initiative” that recognizes the importance of the family’s role in educating children. The statement
encourages schools to welcome parents and families and engage them in their child’s education.

A number of committees at the state and local level must include parents:

* The membership of superintendent screening committees must include parents.

* The state board requires that parents be represented on local facilities planning groups
that study building and redistricting needs of school districts.

 DParents are represented on the School Curriculum, Assessment and Accountability
Council that advises the board of education and legislature on implementation of the
Commonwealth Accountability Testing System and No Child Left Behind.

* State law provides that four of the 19 members of the Advisory Council for Gifted and
Talented Education must be parents. (KRS 158.648)

e Parents are included on school audit teams. (KRS 158.6455)

Federal Law

The No Child Left Behind law (NCLB) of 2001 (P.L. 107-110) holds public schools accountable to
provide all students with a quality education and has extensive requirements for involving families
in setting policy, developing agreements on how to work with staff to improve achievement, and
writing school improvement plans. This law is modeled on state reform laws such as KERA.

Families in schools that receive funding under Title I of NCLB (because they serve concentrations
of low-income children) may transfer their children to a higher-performing school, if the current
school does not make “adequate yearly progress” for two years in a row. Students who do not
transfer must be offered supplemental services, such as after-school tutoring or classes in reading
and math, paid for by the school district.

The law’s obligations and opportunities for parent involvement can offer resources to make that
adequate yearly progress. Section 1118 requires parent involvement at several points:

1. School-parent compact: Every Title I school must have a school-parent compact, developed
with and approved by parents. The compact must describe how the school and parents will
build a partnership to improve student achievement.

2. School and district policy: Each Title I school and district must write a parent involvement
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policy that also has been developed with and agreed upon by parents. The district policy must
describe how parents will be involved in developing plans to improve schools and engage
families.

3. Report cards: Each year, the school district must distribute a report card specifying how every
school and the district as a whole are performing. Both the school and district report cards
must be in a language and format that parents can understand.

4. Parent choice: If a Title I school has not made adequate yearly progress in improving student
performance, parents have two options. They may request a transfer or they can ask for
supplemental services and become involved in developing a school improvement plan.

5. State review: The state education agency must monitor the school districts’ Title 1 programs
to make sure they carry out the law. If the district is not involving parents as the law requires,
parents can appeal to the state.

6. Communication: For the first time, federal law defines parent involvement as regular, two-
way, and meaningful communication about student learning and other school activities.

Some provisions of NCLB apply to all public schools, not just Title I schools. Every school district
or school can choose to develop a strong partnership program, even if such action is not required.
Other federal laws also require parent involvement. For example, the Federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires that parents be included on individual education planning
meetings for students with special learning needs.
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