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A Mini-Lesson and Learning Target are included for each chapter. Tell students that you will be looking for this particular skill as they are completing their Quick Write. 

CHAPTER 1 MINI-LESSON: SUPPORTING OPINION WITH REASONS
TARGET > I can supply reasons that support my opinion.

Edward’s favorite season of the year was winter. He preferred winter because (1) the sun set early and (2) he could see his reflection in the dark window.

What is your favorite season? Write a paragraph in which you explain your favorite season. Give two reasons to support your opinion.

GRADE 2 OPINION STANDARDS


1. Introduce the topic
2. State an opinion
3. Supply reasons to support the opinion
4. Use linking words to connect reasons and opinions
5. Provide a conclusion
Sample student paragraph, with highlighting to show how standards are reflected:


There are four seasons. My favorite season is fall. I like fall because the temperature is cooler than it is in summer. I also like to see the pretty red, yellow, and orange leaves on the trees. That is why fall is my favorite season.

* * *

CHAPTER 2 MINI-LESSON: USING WORDS TO PLAN A SEQUENCE OF EVENTS IN A NARRATIVE
TARGET > I can include details to describe actions.

When the maid dusted Edward, the vacuum cleaner sucked his gold pocket watch down its long hose. Edward felt very sad that his favorite possession was missing.
Have you ever lost something? Write a narrative (story) in which you tell about a time you lost something that was very important to you.

NOTE: If they can’t remember a time they lost something, they can make the story up. Narratives can be real or imagined.

GRADE 2 NARRATIVE STANDARDS


1. Recount a short sequence of events.
2. Include details to describe actions.
3. Include details to describe thoughts and feelings.
4. Use time words to signal event order.
5. Provide closure.

I would use a Four Square method to plan this. 

> In the middle box, write the name of the event. (Example: lost my doll’s shoe.)

> In Boxes 1, 2, and 3 list the sequence of events using an action word (1. took doll to school; 2. lost shoe on the way home; 3. told my mother.

> Use Box 4 to write the conclusion to the story. Use an action word there, too. (found the shoe.)

> Encourage students to add a thought or a feeling in one box. (scared)

> Look at your list of linking/time words. Have students select one to write in Boxes 2 and 3. (Later on, That afternoon). 

Sample student paragraph, with highlighting to show how standards are reflected:

When I was in first grade I lost my favorite doll’s shoe. I took her to school even though my mother told me not to. Later on, I realized I had lost her shoe on the way home. I was scared. That afternoon, I told my mother what I had done. We walked all the way back to school and I found the shoe.

NOTE: This strategy will take practice to master. If students can’t add thoughts and feelings, or use time or linking words, try to add those at another time when they are ready.
* * *

CHAPTER 3 MINI-LESSON: USING FACTS AND DETAILS TO DEVELOP A POINT
TARGET > I can use facts and details to develop (explain) a point.

 When Abilene asked if Edward would sail on the Queen Mary with her, Father asked, “Who would protect Abilene if Edward were not there?”

Think of someone who or something that protects you. Write a paragraph in which you explain who or what protects you and tell at least two ways (three would be even better!) they protect you.

GRADE 2 INFORM/EXPLAIN STANDARDS

1. Introduce the topic
2. Use facts or details to develop (explain) your point
3. Provide a conclusion
Sample student paragraph, with highlighting to show how standards are reflected:

My dog, Trixie protects me. When I go to bed, she sleeps on the floor right next to me. Sometimes, she hears a noise and gets up to investigate. She barks if someone walks by my door. I feel safe going to sleep because I know Trixie is there keeping watch over me.

* * *
CHAPTER 4 MINI-LESSON: PLANNING A NARRATIVE BY PLACING ACTION WORDS IN THE FOUR SQUARE
TARGET > I can plan my narrative using a Four Square.

NOTE: Today students will use the Four Square to plan a narrative. Be sure that they put an action word in each of the boxes. This is what you will check for today. When students have completed their graphic organizers, let them tell their story by looking at the Four Square. They will not write a narrative with this lesson.
In the story that Pelligrina told Abilene and Edward, the princess did not obey her father and suffered consequences. The witch turned her into a warthog. The king’s men shot the warthog, and the cook served it to hungry people for dinner.

Have you ever done something your parents or another adult told you not to do? Tell about a time you disobeyed. Be sure to tell the consequences of your actions.

* * *
CHAPTERS 5 & 6 MINI-LESSON: REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS
TARGET > I can use reflexive pronouns.

When Abilene tackled Martin, he lost his balance and Edward was thrown overboard into the ocean. As Edward sank deeper and deeper into the water, he experienced his first true emotion. Edward Tulane was afraid.

Write a paragraph about a time you were afraid. Be sure to write complete sentences and use a reflexive pronoun in your paragraph.
NOTE: If students cannot remember a time they were afraid, they may make one up.

* * *
CHAPTER 7 MINI-LESSON: DETERMINING SHADES OF MEANING AMONG CLOSELY RELATED VERBS
TARGET > I can determine shades of meaning between closely related verbs.
When the storm began, it lifted Edward high above the ocean floor and threw him into a crazy, wild, spinning dance. It pummeled, shoved, and flung him high above the ocean waves. All of these verbs help you picture in your mind what is happening to Edward.

Pretend that you are a toy that has been left outside when its owner goes to bed after dark. A huge thunderstorm blows up with torrential rain and strong winds and drops you into a nearby pond.
Write a paragraph in which you describe what happens to you in the water. Fill in the blanks with a closely related verb to describe what the water does to you.

NOTE: If a student needs more support, provide the paragraph below.

The driving rain and strong winds swirled around me. A whirlwind dropped me into the pond. I sank beneath the surface of the water. Waves _________________________ and ________________ me before _________________ me up and dragging me under again.
* * *
CHAPTER 8 MINI-LESSON: IDENTIFYING AND USING ADJECTIVES
TARGET > I can use adjectives correctly.

In this chapter, the fisherman is taking Edward to his new home for the very first time. Read the first paragraph again and identify (pick out) the adjectives.

On land, the old fisherman stopped and lighted a pipe, and then…walked home carrying Edward atop his left shoulder as if he were a conquering hero. The fisherman balanced him there, placing a callused hand at Edward’s back. He talked to them in a soft low voice as they walked.

Write a paragraph in which you describe a place you saw for the very first time. Write complete sentences, and include 2-3 adjectives.

* * *
CHAPTER 9 MINI-LESSON: INTRODUCING THE TOPIC IN WRITING TO INFORM/EXPLAIN
TARGET > I can introduce my topic when I write to inform or and explain.

In Chapter 9, Edward (Susanna) introduces his topic by saying that life in the little green house with the fisherman and his wife was sweet.  Then he describes what made his life so special: He spent his days in the kitchen with Nellie. While she was baking she told him stories. In the evening he sat in his highchair at the dinner table, and went outside where the fisherman smoked his pipe and named the constellations. At bedtime, Nellie sang him a lullaby before he gently fell asleep.

Write a paragraph in which you describe a typical day in your life. Be sure to introduce your topic before you describe the events in the day.

NOTE: As you circulate during writing workshop, look specifically for the introduction of the topic. At the end of writing time, allow a few students to read their paragraphs, asking the class to identify the sentence that introduces the topic.

* * *
CHAPTERS 10 & 11 MINI-LESSON: DISTINGUISHING SHADES OF MEANING BETWEEN CLOSELY RELATED ADJECTIVES (skinny, thin, slender, scrawny).]

TARGET > I can distinguish shades of meaning between closely related adjectives.

Edward (Susanna) describes Lolly as a lumpy woman who spoke too loudly and wore bright, bloody lipstick. How is this a better description than telling you that she was fat and wore red lipstick?

Write a paragraph describing Edward. Fill in the blank with an adjective which has a richer shade of meaning than the word in parentheses (   ). 

Edward is a toy rabbit. He is very (soft) ______________.  His ears are (long and smooth) _________________ and ________________.

(Blue) ________________ eyes sparkle like diamonds in his (pretty)

__________________________ face. His tail is made of real rabbit fur and it is 
(soft) ______________________. He is (fun) ________________ to play with.
* * *
CHAPTER 12 MINI-LESSON: INTRODUCING THE TOPIC OF AN OPINION PIECE

TARGET > I can introduce the topic of my opinion piece.

NOTE: Many students want to begin their writing by stating their opinion. They must, however, first introduce their topic.

For example, if you have completed a book study on Kate DiCamillo and are asking students to name their favorite book and tell why they like it best, they must begin by introducing their subject. Look at this example:

Kate DiCamillo has written many books. My favorite book is The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. One reason I like this book is … 

The first sentence introduces the topic. The following sentence states the opinion. The next sentence will support the opinion.

The hobo, Bull, asked Edward (Malone) if he would like to be lost with him and his dog, Lucy. He said that he preferred to be lost in the company of others.

Do you prefer to be alone or with other people? Write a paragraph in which you state your opinion. Be sure to introduce your topic before sharing your opinion.

NOTE: If students need help introducing their topic, you might give them a couple of starter sentences to get them going. Below are two examples:

> Do you prefer to be alone or with other people?

> Some people like to be with others, and some people like to be alone.

* * *
CHAPTER 13 MINI-LESSON: FORMING AND USING PAST TENSE OF COMMON IRREGULAR VERBS
TARGET > I can form and use the past tense of common irregular verbs.

At night Edward (Malone), Lucy, and Bull slept on the ground. Lucy took a liking to Edward and slept on the ground beside him. Sometimes she rested her head on his muzzle. Edward began to feel a great tenderness for the dog.

Select three verbs from the list below. Write a paragraph in which you tell about a time you felt tenderness (love) toward a person or an animal. Form the past tense of the three verbs you selected from the list and use them in your paragraph.
	begin
	break
	catch
	come
	draw
	drive
	eat
	fall

	fly
	freeze
	give
	go
	grow
	hide
	know
	ride

	run
	see
	sing
	speak
	take
	throw
	win
	write


* * *
CHAPTER 14 MINI-LESSON: USING DETAILS TO DESCRIBE THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS
TARGET > I can use details to describe thoughts and feelings.

When the man kicked Edward from the train, the toy rabbit flew through the air and tumbled down a long hill. When he stopped moving, the world was silent. He couldn’t hear Lucy or the train.

“Bull,” his heart said. “Lucy.”

How many times, Edward wondered, would he have to leave without having the chance to say goodbye?

A lone cricket started up a song. Edward listened. Something deep inside him ached. He wished that he could cry.

Reread the italicized paragraphs above. Find a sentence which identifies Edward’s thoughts. Find a sentence that describes how he is feeling.

Write a paragraph to tell about a time you felt like crying. Include one sentence that describes what you were thinking. Also, include a sentence telling how you were feeling.

* * *

CHAPTER 15 MINI-LESSON: USING APOSTROPHES TO FORM CONTRACTIONS
TARGET > I can use an apostrophe to form contractions.

Read the following paragraphs and identify the contractions:

Edward didn’t care what she said. The terrible ache he had felt the night before had gone away and had been replaced with a different feeling, one of hollowness and despair.

Pick me up or don’t pick me up, the rabbit thought. It makes no difference to me.

The old lady picked him up.

Pretend you are Edward (Clyde) nailed to a pole in the garden like a scarecrow. Write a paragraph describing what happened after the woman left you alone and the crows arrived. Use at least two contractions in your paragraph. Be sure to place the apostrophe in the proper place.

* * *
CHAPTERS 16 & 17 MINI-LESSON: CAPITALIZING NAMES
TARGET > I can capitalize names.

Look through the list of words from the chapters we just read. Which words are names that should be capitalized?
	edward
	baby
	harmonica
	bryce
	boy
	sarah

	sister
	abilene
	he
	doll
	nellie
	cabin

	bird
	jangles
	soldier
	baby
	honey
	thunder


Write a paragraph describing a time someone gave you a very special present. Use your name in place of the pronoun I.  Be sure to capitalize your name correctly as well as any other names included in your narrative.

* * *
CHAPTER 18 MINI-LESSON: WRAPPING UP AN OPINION PIECE WITH A CONCLUSION
TARGET > I can write a concluding statement for my opinion.

NOTE: After students have introduced their topic, stated their opinion, and supported it with details, they need a concluding or wrap-up sentence. Look again at the paragraph we used for Chapter 1:

GRADE 2 OPINION STANDARDS


1. Introduce the topic
2. State an opinion
3. Supply reasons to support the opinion
4. Use linking words to connect reasons and opinions
5. Provide a conclusion
Sample student paragraph, with highlighting to show how standards are reflected:

There are four seasons. My favorite season is fall. I like fall because the temperature is cooler than it is in summer. I also like to see the pretty red, yellow, and orange leaves on the trees. That is why fall is my favorite season.

Bryce, Sarah Ruth, and Edward (Jangles) went outside to watch the sky for falling stars. When his little sister saw a star streaking through the night sky, Bryce told her to make a wish. “That’s your star,” he told her. “You wish for anything you want.”

Pretend you are outside and see a falling star. What would you wish for? Be sure to put a concluding statement at the end of your opinion.

* * *
CHAPTER 19 MINI-LESSON: CAPITALIZING THE NAMES OF PLACES

TARGET: I can capitalize the names of places.

After Sarah Ruth is gone, Bryce picked Edward up off the floor. “Come on, Jangles,” Bryce said. “We’re leaving. We’re going to Memphis.”

List five places you would like to go. Pick one of the places and write a paragraph explaining where you would like to go and why. Be sure to introduce your topic and support it with details. Also, capitalize the name of the place you would like to go.

* * *
CHAPTER 20 MINI-LESSON: USING END PUNCTUATION IN SENTENCES
TARGET > I can place punctuation at the end of my sentences.

Reread this part of Chapter 20. Identify the punctuation marks Kate DiCamillo used to end her sentences.

Pellegrina?

She nodded at him.

Look at me! You got your wish. I have learned how to love. It’s a terrible thing. I am broken. My heart is broken. 
Help me!


Edward is sad. He misses Sarah Ruth very much. Have you ever been lonesome for someone or something? 

Write a note to your teacher telling her about a time you missed someone or something very much. Be sure to place punctuation at the end of your sentences. Try to use at least one question mark or exclamation point.

* * *
CHAPTER 21 MINI-LESSON: PROVIDING A SENSE OF CLOSURE TO A NARRATIVE
TARGET > I can provide a sense of closure (a big ending) to my narrative.

NOTE: At this stage, students need to learn how to add a “big ending” to their narratives. The “big ending” tells how the story ends. More mature writers can talk about the lesson they have learned or how their life has changed. Here are some examples of “big endings”:


> My sister and I became best friends the day we built the sand castle together.
> My close call with the alligator taught me not to dangle my feet in the water.
> After spending the night in the woods, I’ll never disobey my father again.

Reread the conclusion of Chapter 21: 

Neal stared at Bryce. And then without warning, he reached down and grabbed hold of Edward. “This is what I think of dancing rabbits,” said Neal.

And he swung Edward by the feet, swung him so that his head hit the edge of the counter hard. There was a loud crack. Bryce screamed.

And the world, Edward’s world, went black.

Which sentence provides the “big ending” to the narrative?

Write a narrative in which you tell about a time you or someone you know had an accident. Don’t forget to introduce your topic and provide a sense of closure with a “big ending.”


* * *
CHAPTER 22 MINI-LESSON: PROVIDING A CONCLUDING STATEMENT TO AN INFORMATIONAL/EXPLANATORY PIECE
TARGET > I can provide a concluding statement to my explanation.

NOTE: By now students should realize that all three modes of writing require a wrap-up or concluding statement. The conclusion of an informational/explanatory piece lets the reader know that the writer has ended talking about his subject. It might restate or say what has already been said in a different way.

Reread this passage from the chapter in which Edward describes his wings:

If only I had wings, he thought, I could fly to her. Out of the corner of his eye, the rabbit saw something flutter.

Edward looked over his shoulder and there they were, the most magnificent wings he had ever seen, orange and red and blue and yellow. And they were on his back. They belonged to him. They were his wings.

Which sentence provides the concluding statement of the description of Edward’s wings?

Write a paragraph to inform your reader about the most magnificent thing you have ever seen. Be sure to end your paragraph with a concluding statement.

* * *
CHAPTER 23 MINI-LESSON: IDENTIFYING ADVERBS
TARGET > I can identify adverbs.

Identify three adverbs in this passage from Chapter 23:

“Exceedingly well made,” said the man who was running a warm cloth over Edward’s face, “a work of art I would say- a surpassingly, unbelievably dirty work of art, but art nonetheless. And dirt can be dealt with. Just as your broken head has been dealt with.

Select three (3) adverbs from this list and “free write” a paragraph on any topic you wish. Underline the adverbs.


	quickly
	nightly
	never
	very
	always
	nearly

	yesterday
	often
	nearby
	outside
	brightly
	silently


* * *
CHAPTERS 24 & 25 MINI-LESSON: USING KNOWLEDGE OF THE MEANING OF INDIVIDUAL WORDS TO PREDICT THE MEANING OF COMPOUND WORDS
TARGET > I can use my knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words.

Predict the meaning of these compound words found in Chapters 24&25:


> workbench

> shelf-mate

> fisherman

From his spot on the shelf, Edward could see the doll mender at his workbench as well as any customers who came through the shop door. Write a paragraph in which you pretend you are describing something you can see from a distance. Use two compound words from the list below in your paragraph.

	barnyard
	butterfly
	daylight
	drumstick
	flagpole
	jellyfish

	mailbox
	raincoat
	notebook
	suntan
	catfish
	doghouse

	eyeglasses
	footprint
	lipstick
	outside
	pineapple
	rowboat

	seashell
	birthday
	classmate
	doorway
	fireplace
	homework

	peanut
	ponytail
	sailboat
	snowfall
	bedtime
	bluebird

	cowboy
	cupcake
	notepad
	popcorn
	rainbow
	sunset


After you have finished writing, read your paragraph to the class. Ask your classmates to identify the compound words and predict what they mean.

* * *
CHAPTER 26 MINI-LESSON: USING A FOUR SQUARE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER TO PLAN A NARRATIVE 

TARGET > I can plan a narrative (story) using a Four Square graphic organizer.

Note to teachers: If necessary, review the Four Square lesson from Chapter 2:

GRADE 2 NARRATIVE STANDARDS


1. Recount a short sequence of events
2. Include details to describe actions
3. Include details to describe thoughts and feelings
4. Use time words to signal event order
5. Provide closure
Use a Four Square method to plan: 

> In the middle box, write the name of the event. (Example: lost my doll’s shoe.)

> In Boxes 1, 2, and 3 list the sequence of events using an action word (1. took doll to school; 2. lost shoe on the way home; 3. told my mother.

> Use Box 4 to write the conclusion. Use an action word there, too. (found the shoe.)

> Encourage students to add a thought or a feeling in one box. (scared)

> Look at your list of linking/time words. Have students select one to write in Boxes 2 and 3. (Later on, That afternoon). 

Sample student paragraph, with highlighting to show how standards are reflected:

When I was in first grade I lost my favorite doll’s shoe. I took her to school even though my mother told me not to. Later on, I realized I had lost her shoe on the way home. I was scared. That afternoon, I told my mother what I had done. We walked all the way back to school and I found the shoe.

After the 100-year-old doll was sold, Edward began to believe that someday, someone would come for him. Using your Four Square, plan a narrative in which you tell about a time that something you believed would happen actually came true. If you cannot remember a time, you may use your imagination and make one up. Just be sure your story is believable!
* * *
CHAPTER 27 MINI-LESSON: WRITING A NARRATIVE

TARGET > I can write a narrative in which I recount a sequence of events.

At long last, Edward’s dream came true when he is purchased by Adeline and her daughter, Maggie.


Using your graphic organizer from Chapter 26, when you created plan, write a narrative in which you tell about the time your dream came true.

* * *
WRAP-UP MINI-LESSON: USING A FOUR SQUARE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER TO PLAN AN INFORMATIONAL/EXPLANATORY PIECE
TARGET > I can plan an explanation using a 4-Square graphic organizer.

NOTE: This will be a good time to emphasize that all three modes of writing can be planned using a Four Square graphic organizer. This lesson will ask students to plan an explanation as a concluding On-Demand lesson to accompany The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo.

GRADE 2 INFORM/EXPLAIN STANDARDS


> Introduce a topic
> Use facts/details to develop topic
> Provide a concluding statement 

Directions for completing the Four Square:
> Introduce the topic in the box in the middle rectangle of the organizer.

> Put a fact in Boxes 1, 2, and 3 (Note: For this prompt, the “facts” would be the things you would do to find your way home.)

> Write a concluding statement in the last box.

Kate DiCamillo ends Edward’s adventure by writing, “Once…there was a rabbit who found his way home.” If you were lost, how would you find your way home?

Write a letter to Edward explaining to him how you would find your way home if you were lost.

NOTE: Let students write their explanations on a separate day, and share them with the class.
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